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CRIME

Many domestic violence
cases not reported: poll

Joyce Man
joyce.hyman@scmp.com

About one in four women in a
recent survey said they had been
victims of domestic violence, but
fewer than one in 10 told police.

Also, 49 per cent of the res-
pondents said they had been sex-
ually harassed, butless than 3 per
cent of them reported it.

The survey of 402 women was
taken this month by the Hong
Kong Women'’s Coalition on
Equal Opportunities, which
released the results yesterday.

Hui Pui-lam, a coalition
spokeswoman, said the victims
might not report the cases
because they did not know that

~ what they had been subjected to

was a form of domestic violence
or sexual harassment. “They
might have experienced some-
thing that fits the definition, but
did not know it,” she said.

Hui said Section 40 of the Sex
Discrimination Ordinance cov-
ered sexual harassment by some-
one providing goods, facilities or

services to a woman, but not the
other way around.

Hence stewardesses, make-
up artists and other women pro-
vidinga service would notbe pro-
tected from sexual harassment
from a client. Such cases, Hui
said, would go unreported.

Some of the reasons respon-
dents gave for not going to the
police or friends and family in-
cluded feeling ashamed and not
wanting to blow up the incident.

The coalition noted that from
2007 to 2011, the police received
551 reports of rape and 7,000 of
indecent assault, and that figures
from the Equal Opportunities
Commission showed that there
was one case of sexual harass-
ment every three days.

These figures were “only the
tip of the iceberg”, it said.

It suggested that the Legisla-
tive Council’s panel on welfare |
services form a subcommittee on
violence against women.

The government should also
support groups that help victims
of sexual violence, and hospitals
should have crisis centres.
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